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Romans 1
Romans 1 serves as a profound introduction to 
Paul’s epistle, establishing key themes that will 
permeate the entire letter: the righteousness of 
God, the universality of sin, and the transformative 
power of the gospel. The chapter sets the stage for 
Paul's theological argument, addressing both 
Jewish and Gentile audiences, emphasizing that all 
of humanity is under God’s judgment and in need 
of His redemptive righteousness.



Paul begins by introducing the gospel of God, 
noting that it is not a new message but one rooted 
in the promises of the Old Testament. Jesus Christ, 
the Messiah, is central to this gospel, affirming His 
divine identity and the power of His resurrection. 
Paul’s role as an apostle is not merely a personal 
title but a commission to bring the message of the 
gospel to the Gentiles. The gospel, Paul insists, is for 
all nations, not just the Jews. His unashamed 
confidence in the gospel is evident in verse 16, 
where he boldly declares, “I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ.” This gospel, as Paul affirms in 
verse 17, reveals the righteousness of God, which is 
received by faith, not by works—a foundational 
theme for the entire letter.



An important aspect of Romans 1 lies in Paul’s 
indictment of humanity's sinfulness. He argues that 
the wrath of God is being revealed against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness, especially those 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness (v. 18). 
This suppression is not passive ignorance but a 
deliberate rejection of God’s revealed truth. Paul 
emphasizes that through natural revelation—God’s 
eternal power and divine nature revealed in 
creation—humanity is without excuse (vv. 19–20). 
Despite this knowledge, people have turned to 
idolatry, worshiping the creature rather than the 
Creator, leading to a darkening of the mind and 
futile thinking (vv. 21–22).



This rejection of God sets in motion a downward 
spiral of moral degradation in a society. Paul 
describes how God “gave them up” to impurity, 
dishonorable passions, and a debased mind (vv. 
24–28). The consequences of rejecting God are not 
just external; society becomes morally bankrupt, 
and individuals become enslaved to their sinful 
desires. Paul lists numerous vices that emerge from 
this rebellion—sexual immorality, greed, deceit, 
envy, and others, culminating in a society that 
approves of evil rather than condemning it (vv. 
29–32). This moral decay is not a theoretical issue 
but a practical reality that Paul observed in the 
world - and we observe today.



What stands out in Romans 1 is how Paul ties moral 
decay to the rejection of the knowledge of God - 
our Creator. The root cause of sin, as Paul frames it, 
is not merely individual wrongdoing but a collective 
turning away from God’s revelation. This rejection is 
an active suppression of the truth, leading to a loss 
of spiritual insight and a futile way of thinking. The 
human heart, according to Paul, is naturally inclined 
toward this rebellion against God.



Romans 1 also introduces the transformative power 
of the gospel, setting the stage for later discussions 
on justification. The righteousness of God revealed 
in the gospel is not something humanity can 
achieve on its own; it is a gift that must be received 
by faith. This marks a stark contrast to the human 
condition, as Paul paints a bleak picture of 
humanity’s plight. Only by receiving God’s 
righteousness through faith can anyone be justified 
before God.



Theologically, Romans 1 reveals a critical tension 
between God’s righteousness and human sin. 
Paul’s description of sin is not merely a catalogue of 
behaviors but a systemic rebellion against the 
Creator that affects both individuals and societies. 
The chapter makes it clear that humanity is in 
desperate need of salvation. Yet it also introduces 
the hope that the gospel offers—a righteousness 
from God that is available to all who believe.



Romans 1 establishes key theological concepts that 
will shape the rest of the letter: the righteousness of 
God, the universal problem of sin, and the hope of 
salvation through the gospel. It is a chapter that 
confronts, convicts, and offers hope in the power of 
God’s grace. As Paul boldly proclaims, the gospel is 
the power of God for salvation, revealing His 
righteousness and extending the offer of salvation 
to all who believe, both Jew and Gentile alike.


