
Romans 11



Romans 11 forms the culminating movement in Paul’s 
discourse on Israel within the broader section, God’s 
Righteousness Revealed in His Sovereignty (9:1–11:36). 
Having mourned Israel’s unbelief in chapter 9 and exposed the 
misdirected zeal of her pursuit in chapter 10, Paul now 
confronts the vital question: “Has God cast away His people?” 
With firm resolve, he replies, “Certainly not” (Romans 11:1).



Paul himself stands as living testimony to God’s ongoing 
faithfulness - an Israelite by birth, of the tribe of Benjamin, yet 
saved by grace. His example, along with the ancient story of 
Elijah’s despair, reaffirms that God has always preserved a 
remnant according to the election of grace. Elijah thought 
himself alone, yet God had quietly reserved seven thousand 
who had not bowed the knee to Baal. So too, in Paul’s day, and 
in every age, God works not by mass movements, but through 
a faithful few - His Remnant.



The apostle then unfolds a dual mystery: the temporary 
blindness of Israel and the unexpected inclusion of the 
Gentiles. Israel’s stumbling is not final; it serves a larger design - 
that salvation might reach the nations. But this inclusion must 
not foster pride. Paul uses the olive tree to illustrate God’s 
covenantal dealings: some natural branches (unbelieving Jews) 
were broken off, while wild branches (believing Gentiles) were 
grafted in. Yet the root remains holy, and the Gentile believer is 
warned not to boast against the branches, for he has been 
grafted in by God’s grace through faith - never of his own 
effort. Paul’s illustration must be held in proportion - it 
illumines, but does not exhaust, the mystery of divine 
sovereignty.



Paul then introduces that a partial blindness has come upon 
Israel “until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in” (v.25). 
This period, which began at Pentecost, is a divinely governed 
span in which the church - comprised largely of Gentiles - is 
being gathered. The conclusion of the fullness of the Gentiles 
remains unrevealed, known only to God. Yet Paul, drawing on 
Isaiah, affirms that the Deliverer shall come from Zion, and “all 
Israel will be saved” - not as a retroactive reward for national 
identity, but as a sovereign act of covenantal mercy. God’s gifts 
and calling are irrevocable, and His promises to Israel shall not 
fail.



Paul’s entire theological section rises to its summit in his 
doxological outburst of awe and worship:  

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 
His ways past finding out!” (Romans 11:33).  

Paul does not resolve every mystery, rather, he bows humbly 
before God. For the believer, this doxology is not the 
abdication of reason but its proper end - adoration of the 
Holy. In the face of a paradox, in the tensions between 
sovereignty and responsibility, between judgment and mercy, 
the Christian is not called to unravel the secret things of God, 
but to trust Him.



As the poet might have said,

Judge not the path when clouds obscure the skies, 

God weaves His will when human reason dies. 

What seems delay or loss to finite sight, 

He unfolds His sovereign grace in perfect light. 

His wisdom moves with ever-silent tread, 

To raise a remnant when all hope has seeming fled. 

Trust Him when providence confounds thy soul, 

Trust the Potter who shapes with purpose yet untold. 



Romans 11 thus completes Paul’s theodicy - vindicating the 
righteousness of God in His dealings with both Israel and the 
Gentiles. Though His ways are often hidden and His timing is 
unknown, His faithfulness never fails. The curtain falls on this 
majestic theological section, not with answers alone, but with 
adoration - and prepares the reader for Paul’s call to worshipful 
obedience in Romans 12.


