
Romans



➢ Introduction: The Gospel of God 
(1:1–17)

➢ God’s Righteousness Revealed in 
Condemnation (1:18–3:20)

➢ God’s Righteousness Revealed in 
Justification (3:21–5:21)

➢ God’s Righteousness Revealed in 
Sanctification (6:1–8:39)

➢ God’s Righteousness Revealed in His 
Sovereignty - “What about Israel?” 
(9:1–11:36)

➢ God’s Righteousness Revealed in 
Transformation (12:1–15:13)

➢ Closing - Paul’s Ministry, Greetings, 
and Doxology (15:14–16:27)

Outline



➢ “Therefore you are 
inexcusable, O man” Romans 
2:1a

➢ “Therefore, having been 
justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” Romans 5:1

➢ “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus” Romans 
8:1a

➢ “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren … do not be 
conformed to this world” 
Romans 12:1a&2a

“Therefore”



2,353 miles / 3,593 km



Phase & Location Key Events 55-57 AD Scripture Reference

Corinth (Achaia) Writes epistle to the Romans Acts 20:2–3; Romans 
15:25–27

Begin Journey Back to 
Jerusalem Travels by land visits Philippi, Troas, Assos, Mitylene Acts 20:4–16

Farewell to Ephesian Elders Emotional farewell to Ephesian elders in Miletus Acts 20:17–38

Journey to Jerusalem Stays with Philip the Evangelist - Warning Acts 21:1–14

Arrival in Jerusalem Paul delivers the gentile offering Acts 21:15–26

Arrest in the Temple Jews accuse Paul of defiling the temple; mob riot Acts 21:27–36

Paul's Defense Paul speaks to the crowd, claims Roman citizenship Acts 22–23



Romans Headlines

Introduction

➢ Paul did not start the church in Rome and had not yet visited

➢ The church was started by pilgrims returning to Rome from 
jerusalem as noted in Acts 2

➢ Written by paul in ~55AD from Corinth, written to the church in the 
most powerful city the world has known

➢ In the context of Rome’s unassailable state power, Paul teaches us 
to never shrink back from preaching the gospel of Christ

1

➢ Paul’s Salutation: "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of christ” is 
Especially noteworthy given the seemingly unassailable secular 
power of the state of rome

➢ God is revealed to all in creation

➢ A society descends into moral depravity when it publicly and 
privately rejects its Creator



Romans Headlines

2

➢ “Therefore, you are without excuse, O man.”

➢ The morally upright Gentile remains under the power of sin due to 
conscience

➢ the Jew, despite possessing the Law and the covenant (evidenced by 
circumcision), is equally under the condemnation of sin

3

➢ Paul sets forth four sets of rhetorical questions to avoid 
theological distortions - then and now

➢ A series of “no, not one!” Statements

➢ “But now” … “He might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus.”



But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the 

righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on 
all who believe. 

For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a 

propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, 

because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were 
previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His 

righteousness, 
that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus. Romans 3:21-26



Romans Headlines

4

➢ Paul again begins with a series of rhetorical questions: “What about 
Abraham? What about circumcision? What do the scriptures say?”

➢ Circumcision was ~30 years after Abraham believed God and 
Abraham’s belief was accounted to him as righteousness (Gen 15:6)

➢ Doctrine of imputation: Your sins were placed/imputed on Christ and 
judged there at His cross. Christ’s righteousness has been 
placed/imputed to you. You are accounted as justified by God Himself 
by the promise of His grace through faith

5

➢ “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1

➢ “we also glory in tribulations” Romans 5:3

➢ The theology of the Cross

➢ “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by 
one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” Romans 5:19



The doctrine of imputation manifests in three key dimensions:

➢ Adam’s Sin Imputed to Humanity - Through Adam’s 
federal headship, his guilt is imputed to all mankind. 
Thus, all are born under condemnation - not merely for 
personal sins, but because of Adam’s representative 
transgression (Romans 5:12–19).

➢ Believers’ Sin Imputed to Christ - As Paul writes in 2 
Corinthians 5:21, Christ was “made to be sin for us,” 
though sinless. The sins of believers are legally transferred 
to Christ, who bore God’s wrath in their place. 
Justification rests upon His substitutionary death.

➢ Christ’s Righteousness Imputed to Believers - In turn, 
Christ’s perfect righteousness is credited to believers. They 
are declared righteous before God - not by their works, but 
through faith alone (Romans 4:5–8).

Paul’s repeated use of λογίζομαι in Romans 4 affirms that 
justification is a legal declaration, not moral improvement: 
believers stand righteous before God by the imputed righteousness 
of Christ alone.
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➢ Believers are united with Christ - in His death they have died to sin. 
In his resurrection they are raised to newness of life

➢ The believer is to “reckon” themselves to be dead indeed to sin, but 
alive to God in Christ Jesus as Lord

➢ Whom we present ourselves to, determines our master. presenting 
ourselves to righteousness leads to sanctification and eternal life

➢ Christian freedom is not liberty to enjoy sin’s pleasures - but 
liberation from sin’s destructive power



Romans Headlines

7

➢ Drawing upon the analogy of marriage, Paul argues that the jewish 
believer, having died with Christ, is released from the law’s 
jurisdiction

➢ The Christian’s new life in Christ now enables a life of service and 
obedience

➢ The Christian’s dilemma: “For what I am doing, I do not understand. 
For what I will to do, that I don’t practice; but what I hate, that I 
do.” (v.15)

➢ Paul’s anguished exclamation is a prayer for us all: “who can set me 
free from the clutches of my sinful nature? I thank God there is a 
way out through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (vv. 24-25)



While believers are justified at conversion, many 
live beneath their spiritual privilege and 
inheritance due to a failure to fully surrender to 
Christ. Believers, united to Christ, are already 
sanctified in principle/truth and are being 
sanctified in practice. 

Sanctification is the inevitable fruit of saving 
faith. It is both definitive and progressive: 
believers are fully redeemed in Christ, yet not 
fully perfected in holiness. This is the tension of 
the already and the not yet. 

Sin no longer reigns, yet it remains. Holiness is 
therefore pursued not through passivity but 
through Spirit-empowered effort, grounded in 
the gospel and dependent upon grace.
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➢ Paul's’ third therefore: “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit.” Romans 8:1

➢ The doctrine of adoption and how this establishes that we are now 
co-heirs with Christ

➢ The importance of our mind - “Don’t let the world around you 
squeeze you into its own mold, but let God re-mold your minds from 
within, so that you may prove in practice that the plan of God for 
you is good, meets all his demands and moves towards the goal of 
true maturity.”

➢ Paul’s wonderful doxological concussion - “Yet in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” Romans 
8:37



Romans Headlines

9

➢ Transition to the fourth major section of our outline - God’s 
Righteousness is Revealed in His Sovereignty (9:1–11:36)

➢ Paul grieves over his Jewish kinsmen, who, though heirs to the 
promises, remain estranged from Christ. Their privileges were 
indeed weighty

➢ With all these privileges most  remain in unbelief and this begs the 
question: Has God unfairly changed His mind about Israel? Paul 
responds - in no way!

➢ Paul uses several historical examples of the pattern that God’s 
redemptive purposes rest not on man’s expectations, will, or effort 
- but on His sovereign mercy.

➢ The Gentiles and the remnant have attained salvation by faith. 
Israel, who pursued righteousness by effort, stumbled on their 
cornerstone - which is Christ.



The doctrine of the remnant is a deeply rooted biblical theme 
that underscores God’s sovereign preservation of a faithful 
people within a broader context of  apostasy and judgement. In 
Romans 9–11, Paul develops this doctrine with theological 
clarity and redemptive-historical depth, showing that God's 
purposes and promoses have not failed despite Israel’s 
widespread unbelief.
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➢ Paul’s sorrow for israel is not rooted in mere loyalty, but in a 
profound understanding of Israel’s covenantal privileges and the 
grievous rejection of their promised Messiah.

➢ “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes” Romans 10:4

➢ “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” 
Romans 10:9

➢ Paul’s teaching in chapter 10 is richly adorned with Old Testament 
quotations, drawn from De 30, Isaiah 28 and 52, Joel 2, and Psalm 19

➢ the universal proclamation of God’s message presumes Gentile 
inclusion and Jewish resistance during the times of the gentiles.

➢ And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And 
how shall they hear without a preacher? Romans 10:15
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➢ “Has God cast away His people?” With firm resolve, Paul replies, 
“Certainly not” (Romans 11:1).

➢ Reminder of Elijah’s despair and the reaffirmation that God has 
always preserved a remnant according to HIS election by grace 
through faith.

➢ partial blindness has come upon Israel until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in v.25

➢ Paul’s illustration of the olive tree with some natural branches 
broken off, while wild branches are grafted in.

➢ Paul’s entire theological section rises to his doxological outburst: 
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God!”
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➢ “With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg you, my brothers, as 
an act of intelligent worship, to give him your bodies, as a living 
sacrifice, consecrated to him and acceptable by him. 

➢ Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but 
let God re-mould your minds from within, so that you may prove in 
practice that the plan of God for you is good, meets all his demands 
and moves towards the goal of true maturity. Romans 12:1-2

➢ A checklist of Christian behaviours



“With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg you, 
my brothers, as an act of intelligent worship, to give 

him your bodies, as a living sacrifice, consecrated to him 
and acceptable by him. 

Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its 
own mold, but let God re-mold your minds from 

within, 

so that you may prove in practice that the plan of God 
for you is good, meets all his demands and moves 

towards the goal of true maturity.”

 (Romans 12:2; J. B. Phillips Translation) 



❏ Do you take delight in giving honour to 
others, gladly esteeming them above 
yourself? (v.10)

❏ Are you diligently, fervently, and joyfully 
serving the Lord? (v.11)

❏ Do you rejoice in hope, endure hardship 
with patience, and remain steadfast in 
prayer? (v.12)



Romans Headlines

13:1-7

➢ Paul’s passage on government stands as one of the more discussed 
and, at times, controversial sections in Pauline teaching.

➢ Paul’s admonition - “Let every soul be subject to the governing 
authorities” must be taken in context with Paul’s qualifier - “For 
there is no authority except from God,” and within the context of 
the corpus of scripture.

➢ Paul views governments as agents of God’s order in society, whether 
they realize it or not.

➢ There are Limits to Governmental Authority - especially when we 
look at lessons from Daniel, a Few of his Friends, John The Baptist, 
and most notably the teachings of Jesus.

➢ “... And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” Matthew 22:21

➢ Jesus answered Pilate - “My kingdom is not of this world.” John 18:36



Romans Headlines

13:8 - 
14:23

➢ Love, Liberty, and Putting on the Lordship of Christ - one of paul’s 
favorite metaphors

➢ “Owe no one anything except to love one another” (13:8)

➢ Romans 14 shifts into one of the more nuanced yet important 
discussions in the New Testament: how believers are to relate when 
they differ in matters of conscience.

➢ True holiness grows not from lists but from love, not from 
pressure but from faith - Faith that is observable in daily life.
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➢ The command to receive one another echoes the over 50 other one 
anothers in the New Testament. 

➢ Paul references signs and wonders as confirming the message of 
the Gospel - not as ends in themselves.

➢ Paul’s reveals his evangelism strategy - to preach Christ where He 
has not yet been named.

➢ with his foundational work completed in the eastern 
Mediterranean, Paul discloses his intent to travel to Spain via Rome.
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➢ We saw a bit more of Paul the man as he greets and comments on 
many in the early church

➢ The diversity of the early church

➢ The dedicated service and ministry of Aquila and Prisca

➢ Caution to be aware of those “whose God is their belly”

➢ Paul’s reference back to Genesis: “And the God of peace will crush 
Satan under your feet shortly.” echoes Genesis 3:15

➢ Romans ends where it began - with the universal offer of salvation, 
foretold in the Scripture, fulfilled in Christ, and committed to the 
Church for proclamation to the nations.


