
Romans 5



Romans 5 marks the second “therefore" in Paul’s grand 
theological argument, a pivotal transition from the ruin 
wrought by Adam’s sin to the redemption found in Christ. 

This chapter defines the believer’s new standing in Christ—not 
merely as a doctrine but as a transformative reality. Having 
already exposed humanity’s depravity, Paul now shines the 
light of divine grace, showing that justification by faith 
reshapes everything: our relationship with God, with the 
world, and even with ourselves.



The first “therefore” of Romans lays out the damning 
consequences of sin, but the second, in chapter 5, ushers us 
into a new reality: having been justified by faith we have peace 
with God. This peace is not merely an absence of conflict but 
an objective state secured by Christ’s atoning work. We are no 
longer under divine wrath, but reconciled to God, embraced as 
sons and daughters, free from condemnation. This peace is the 
fruit of justification, and it brings the believer into a new 
relationship with God—a relationship marked by grace and 
hope.



Paul introduces the paradox of the Christian life: though we 
stand in grace, justified before God, we still face suffering. Yet, 
suffering does not signal God’s absence but serves as a means of 
grace. Tribulation refines our endurance, and endurance refines 
our character, leading to a hope that does not disappoint. This 
hope, rooted in God’s promises, grows from the soil of 
suffering, offering assurance of eternal glory.



The theology of the Cross is prominent in the middle of 
Chapter 5. Here, Paul underscores the radical nature of 
Christ’s sacrifice. He died not for the righteous but for the 
ungodly, for those who were enemies of God. In this, God’s 
love is most manifest: Christ’s death is the ultimate act of 
reconciliation. It is not merely a historical event but a 
transformative reality that alters our relationship with God 
forever. This is the theology of the Cross—God’s love poured 
out for those who were powerless to help themselves.



Paul continues with a comparison between Adam and Christ, 
showing that through Adam’s disobedience, sin and death 
entered the world. Yet, Christ, the Second Adam, reverses this 
curse. Where Adam’s sin brought condemnation, Christ’s 
obedience brings justification and life to all who believe. This 
righteousness is not merely a legal acquittal but an active 
gift—Christ’s obedience unto death credited to the believer.



The language of “much more” echoes throughout the chapter, 
emphasizing that the work of Christ is not merely a reversal of 
Adam’s sin but an infinitely greater gift. Where sin abounded, 
grace abounded much more. Christ’s grace is not just a remedy 
for sin; it is an overwhelming, superabundant force that brings 
eternal life and righteousness to all who receive it.



Romans 5 presents the heart of the gospel: justification by 
faith, peace with God, and the transforming power of grace. 
The believer is not only saved from wrath but brought into a 
new relationship with God, empowered to endure suffering, 
and assured of eternal glory. Christ, through His sacrifice, has 
undone the work of Adam and established a new relationship 
with God—one of grace, hope, and life.


