


LT iy
’h;MVH ga[h” \’li;] uj]' 1,' ,H "” I 1t and H"Y" 'm“
: | LUV )
T hen il st

’gainn- S€ a0 v o you, T
4 CI AL, | Vi T ol g
i e ARG A, il
" (0o e e completty | il
L VO TRES Tre ou Tal
I O e Subbom s o e o o

R e
0 es, 7 il ot oy Sy
¢ e o ey o ol
q s 2o il e n eld el

A

?
uons 4G

=
—=

‘;\ §

In Romans 1, Paul primarily employed
the pronoun "they", addressing the
depravity of the Gentile world. However,
in chapter 2, he makes a deliberate
rhetorical shift, now using "you’",
engaging his reader directly.

Paul employs a common Roman
rhetorical device, engaging an
imaginary interlocutor in debate - a
technique designed to persuade the
ordinary citizen by drawing him into the
argument.

This transition serves to confront the
self-righteous, who assumed moral
superiority.
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Chapter 1 exposed the depravity of the
Gentile world, showing that they are under
God's wrath due to idolatry, suppression of
truth, and moral corruption. Many Jews and
morally upright people would have
applauded this condemnation, assuming
their religious status ensured divine favour.

However, in chapter 2, Paul directly
addresses the Jews and the
religious-righteous, exposing their
self-righteousness and demonstrating that
they, too, all stand condemned before God.

This prepares us for Paul's declaration in
chapter 3:"For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23).
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The gravity of human sin necessitates
divine intervention, for the sinner is
entirely incapable of remedying his own
condition. It is profoundly difficult to
accept that even one’s best efforts are
insufficient before a holy God.

In Chapter 2, Paul continues to
underscores the severity of sin and the
desperate predicament in which
mankind finds itself. Until one fully
comprehends the dire and eternal
consequences of sin, one cannot grasp
the glorious truth of the gospel.
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We see a particularly strong rebuke
against the hypocrisy of the Jews who
boast in the Law and circumcision, while
failing to keep it. This echoes the Old
Testament teaching that true
circumcision is a matter of the heart,
"Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your

heart, and be stiff-necked no longer"
Deuteronomy 10:16

This principle remains highly relevant
today - including those with a religious
heritage or professing Christians who
live in contradiction to the gospel and
thus bring dishonour upon the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Paul makes it clear that sin is not
pardoned merely by belonging to a
religious community, whether the
Jewish people or, by extension, any
contemporary church affiliation.

Salvation has always been by
repentance and grace through faith, not
by external membership or religious
heritage.
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Paul elaborates on the nature of divine
judgment, affirming that God "will
render to each one according to his
deeds" (Romans 2:6).

This does not imply a doctrine of
salvation by works, but rather
underscores the biblical principle that a
person’'s works are the evidence of the
state of their soul, i.e., True faith
manifests itself in observable fruit and
obedience.
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There is no alternative path to salvation
- the gospel of Jesus Christ alone is the
power of God to salvation for everyone
who believes.

No religious heritage, no moral effort,
no religious actions/ceremonies, and
no ethnic/communal identity can
secure righteousness before God.

Justification is, and always has been,
found in Christ alone, by grace alone,
received through faith alone.



